
 

A More Light Presbyterian Congregation 

joyfully welcoming people from all walks 

of life, acknowledging the differences of 

race, ethnicity,  sexual orientation, gender 

identity, and disabilities. We celebrate all 

people as children of God.   

11th Sunday after Pentecost  
August 21, 2022 

Gathering for Worship  

reminds us of God’s Holy 

Breath that breathed us to life 

and is an occasion for us to 

share the love of God. 

Artwork: Spring Break 

Bowman Hills:  “Released”  

 

Call to worship: written by 

Rev. Thom Shuman  

 

 

 

 

 

Hymn 406: The phrase “holy 

ground” resonates with the 

experience of Moses at the 

burning bush, where he had 

an encounter with God 

(Exodus 3:5; also quoted in 

the martyr Stephen’s sermon, 

Acts 7:33). The reference to 

angels may recall Jacob’s 

vision (Genesis 28 :12–17) or 

Hebrews 12:22. 

 

Prayer for Reconciliation: 

written by Rev. Thom 

Shuman 

God Calls Us to Gather 
Welcome and Announcements 

Prelude                Higher Ground                      arr. Mark Hayes  
Call to Worship 

Liturgist:  Before we got up this morning and decided to come to church, 

All:  God was waiting for us, to welcome us with grace. 

Liturgist:  When we are unsure of what to do; when we falter before the next 
 step, 
All:  we come to listen to God's voice, to learn from the One who 
 teaches us all we ever need to know. 

Liturgist:  When we are surrounded by cruelty and injustice; 
All:  when our fears cripple our souls, God delivers us with 
 steadfast love; we are set free to be God's sons and 
 daughters. 

Hymn 406         We Are Standing on Holy Ground  
              (1st time Pastor Only; Congregation sings twice after Pastor)  

Journey of Reconciliation and Healing 
Call to Reconciliation 

Prayer For Reconciliation  

Pastor:  Yet once more, we come to you with our prayers, Holy God. Our 
 crippling spirits keep us from following you. Our grudges weigh us 
 down until we cannot walk straight in your way.   
All:  Our anger becomes a fire which scorches our friends and 
 loved ones. Our fears blind us to the goodness in those we 
 believe to be different. Forgive us, God our Rock, and set us 
 free from our wrong-doings and failures.  

www.ohchurch.org 



Moment of Silence 

Sung Response        (sing twice) 

Words of Reconciliation  

Passing the Peace of Christ 

Hymn 658     God Is So Good 

God’s Written and Spoken Word 
Prayer of Illumination 

Reading of Scripture                                                        Isaiah 58: 9-11  

Cry, and YHWH will answer; call and God will say, ‘I am here’— 
provided you remove from your midst all oppression, finger pointing and 
malicious talk! If you give yourself to the hungry and satisfy the needs of 
the afflicted, then your light will rise in the darkness, and your shadows 
will become like noon. YHWH will always guide you, giving relief in 
desert places.  

God will give strength to your bones and you will be like a watered 
garden, like a spring of water whose waters never run dry. You will 
rebuild the ancient ruins, and build upon age-old foundations. You will be 
called Repairer of Broken Walls, and Restorer of Ruined 
Neighborhoods. 

Small Talk 

Special Music     Largo of Johann Sebastian Bach's violin concerto in G   

                             Andrew Ehrhardt and Sharon Ehrhardt                

Reading of Scripture                                   Luke 13: 10-17  
One Sabbath, Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues. There was 
a woman there who for eighteen years had a sickness caused by a 
spirit. She was bent double, quite incapable of standing up straight. 
When Jesus saw her, he called her over and said, “Woman, you are free 
of your infirmity.” He laid his hands on her, and immediately she stood 
up straight and began thanking God.  

The head of the synagogue, indignant that Jesus had healed on the 
Sabbath, said to the congregation, “There are six days for working. 
Come on those days to be healed, not on the Sabbath.” Jesus said in 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hymn 658: The exact origins 

of this chorus celebrating 

God’s providential care are not 

clear, but it seems to have 

arisen during the 1970s. 

Because the text changes so 

little, the slowly rising four-note 

pattern of the tune provides the 

primary source of energy within 

its five-note range. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Small Talk—For all those 

young at heart we provide a 

small talk, a brief,  informal re-

telling of scripture, or 

explanation of worship or 

aspect of the faith journey. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



reply, “You hypocrites! Which of you doesn’t let your ox or your donkey 
out of the stall on the Sabbath to water it? This daughter of Sarah and 
Abraham has been in the bondage of evil for eighteen years. Shouldn’t 
she have been released from her shackles on the Sabbath?” At these 
words, Jesus’ opponents were humiliated; meanwhile, everyone else 
rejoiced at the marvels Jesus was accomplishing.   

Sermon                   Released                       Rev. Dr. Wm. Blake Spencer 

Come For All Is Ready 

Hymn 749                        Come! Live in the Light!                 (stanza 1 & 2) 

Welcome to the Table 

Litany at the Table  

Pastor:  Give us, God of the earth and of the wheat fields, our daily bread. 
All:  That bread that does not belong to us, that bread is yours  
 and  is generous, bread to share,  

Pastor:  bread that becomes blessed when it reaches each person, when 
 is satisfies hunger and solitude, when it is not hoarded or hidden.  
All:  But do not give us only bread, give us the dignity that we are 
 denied in this world of ours 

Pastor:  where walls and wars and the cracks of ambitions exclude, 
 marginalize, condemn, expel, and kill.  

All:  Give us tables where we can meet to celebrate our human 
 diversities.  

Pastor:  Give us the ability to embrace, to look kindly, give us outstretched 
 hands and sensitive hearts, commitment to the fullness of life.  
All:   Give us words that encourage, actions that include, gestures 
 that bring hope,  

Pastor:  songs that draw mornings of fresh bread that is tender and just, 
 and of glasses overflowing with the wine of equity.  

Words of Institution  

Sharing of the Bread and Cup 

Singing Alleluia  

Sharing the Peace of Christ 

Responding to God’s Word 
Hymn 749  Come! Live in the Light!                          (stanza 2 & 3) 
Charge  

Pastor:  Go forth! Agitated, yet blessed!  

Piano Side:  Challenged but determined!  

Pulpit Side:  Energized but also fatigued!  

All:  Gifted too! Hallelujah!  

Benediction 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Hymn 749: The thematic and 

musical center of this hymn 

on the vocation of all 

believers is found in the 

refrain, which is based on the 

well-known challenge of 

Micah 6:8, “What does the 

Lord require of you but to do 

justice, and to love kindness, 

and to walk humbly with your 

God?”  

Litany at the Table:  written 

by Claudio Carvalhaes; 

Liturgies from Below/462 

Acts of Worship, p125-126 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





Session 

Class of 2023 

David Prescott 
Lorene Gilman 
Barbara Bennet 

 

Class of 2024 
Art Farnum 

Betsy Phillips 
Carol Petters 

 
Class of 2025 

Sharon Eaton 
Glenn Losch 
Dianna Lease 

Clerk of Session – Betsy Phillips 

Elder for Spirituality & Care – Alice Groome 

President of the Board of Trustees –   

         Barbara Bennet 

Director of Music – Bob Helsabeck 

Pianist – Heera Ghorashi 

Office Coordinator – Alison Walter 
   

2116 Ocean Heights Avenue 

Egg Harbor Township, NJ 08234 

609.788.0271   office@ohchurch.org         

www.ohchurch.org        
 

Ministers: The Entire Congregation 

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Wm. Blake Spencer 
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WHO WE ARE -  A GLOSSARY 

Adult Education – Classes offered after 

worship and other scheduled times. 

After Worship Fellowship – Refreshments 

and fellowship following worship. 

Bible Study—meets at the Church on the 

3rd Tuesday of each month at 10 am. All 

are welcome. 

Choir—Leading vocal/instrumental music for 

worship – rehearsal every Thursday at 7 

pm. 

Circle of Caring – Members offering acts of 

care and compassion for one another. 

Community Events Hospitality – Planning 

for dinners and other activities. 

Earth Care Task Force –Providing 

education and support of the church’s role 

in environmental stewardship.  

Equal Exchange – Ongoing mission project 

to support small farmers and producers, 

products for sale monthly.  

Good Day to Sew – Sewing with a purpose, 

schedule to be announced. 

Heart and Soul – Reflection and 

conversation, open to anyone, meets on 

the 2nd & 4th Tuesday of each month @ 

10am at church or Zoom. 

Liturgist – Assist with worship leadership, 

sign up sheet on clipboard in Sanctuary. 

Mission & Social Justice – leading the 

church in mission and social justice.  

Mutual Ministry -Offering support and 

guidance for personnel matters..  

Property and Finance – Caring for the 

church property and finances.  

Sacrament of Communion –Communion 

celebrated on the first and third Sunday of 

each month. 

Session – Governing council of the 

congregation served by the pastor and 

ordained elders. 

Welcome Hosts – Greeting people as they 

enter the sanctuary on Sunday.  

Worship/Music/Arts – Planning for worship.  

DONATE YOUR EXTRA GARDEN 
VEGETABLES 

  
If you have any extra produce that you would like to 

donate to the Rooted in Love Garden Project, please 

bring your vegetables to church on Sundays and 

place in the back dining area.  They will be delivered 

with our normal donations. 

  

The Atlantic City Rescue Mission: Serving 3 

meals a day/7 days a week they feed over 250 

people every day. Chef Rich showed photos of 

meals that he had cooked using our produce.  He is 

very grateful and wants us to know that our fresh 

produce makes a huge difference in the taste and 

nutrition of the meals he serves.   

 

Adelaide’s Place, Atlantic City:  Uses our 

vegetable to help feed the 25+ women who come to 

their center for food, bathing, washing and drying of 

clothes and conversation in a safe environment.   

This week’s  

Sanctuary Flowers  

were donated by  

Alison Walter  

in Memory of  

Mark Walter. 

 

            MONTH AT A GLANCE 

8/21     Adult Ed Class  

8/23   Heart & Soul    

8/28     Birthday Fellowship 

8/28      RSVP and Checks Due for      

    Celebration Dinner 

 



 

The Adult Education Committee 

invites any member of the 

congregation to present classes that 

are entertaining and motivational 

and use our mission statement as 

their inspiration. 

Come Join Us…... 

A celebration to say goodbye to 
Pastor Spencer and Alice Groome is 
planned for September 7th. It will 
be held at the Greate Bay Country 
Club in Somers Point from 5pm 

until 9pm.  

 
There will be a buffet dinner and dessert and a credit 
card only “Cash Bar”. The cost will be $50 per person. 
 
If you would like to attend, please RSVP to  
Betsy Phillips or Alison in the Office and have your 
payment in by August 28th. Please make your checks 
out to OHPC with "Greate Bay" in the comment 

line.         

An Adult Education Class 

given by Olivia Lovett will be 

held after worship today  at 

11:30 in the Sanctuary. 


